
Dr. Steven Peach 

Abridged Book Proposal 

University of Alabama Press, “Indians and Southern History” Series 

 

 

My manuscript, Becoming Creek: Indigenous Identity Formation in the Native South, is a history 

of Creek Indian politics, power, and identity in the American South.  To complete a portion of 

this project, I received a grant from the American Philosophical Society.   By culling British, 

Spanish, and U.S. records with the tools of ethnohistory, it argues that a Creek identity formed in 

the crucible of European and U.S. colonization from the Seven Years’ War to the War of 1812.  

Treating Creek identity as a multilayered process rather than a static, unchangeable thing, my 

book uncovers the local, regional, national, and intertribal dimensions of being Creek.  On the 

ground, ordinary Creeks affiliated with their clans and towns but occasionally partnered at the 

regional level as “Lower” and “Upper Creeks” to pursue shared agendas.  The onset of Georgian 

expansion, however, became the catalyst for Creek centralization, as some Creek elites identified 

as leaders of a Creek “nation” that sought to coordinate the actions of clans and towns.  Finally, 

by the early nineteenth century, other elites found meaning in intertribal affiliations, seeking to 

unite Creek interests with those of neighboring Indian peoples, including the Cherokees, 

Choctaws, and Chickasaws.  As their identities moved back-and-forth between the local and 

extra-local, Creek leaders and communities at least partially adapted to severe pressures on their 

lands, resources, and sovereignty. 

 

By uncovering the layers of Creek-ness during a dramatic era of Euro-American expansion, my 

book contributes to an ongoing debate that tends to pigeonhole the Creeks into local (town/clan) 

or national identities.  I suggest that Creeks patterned a multiplicity of identities after the 

immediate challenges they faced, including trade dependency and land loss.  While Creek 

headmen sought to preserve Creek sovereignty through national and intertribal affiliations, the 

Creek rank-and-file tended to align with their clan, town, and province.  This work provides all 

ethnohistorians with a sharper understanding of Native politics and power in one corner of North 

America. 

 

My scholarship weaves Native Americans into the tapestry of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 

North America.   My 2018 Native South journal article, for instance, examines how U.S.-Spanish 

rivalry shaped the fluctuation of Creek identities, Creek localism, and Creek nationalism in the 

1790s.  At the moment, I am revising my book manuscript with the University of Alabama Press 

in order to obtain an advance contract; I plan to resubmit by the summer of 2019. 


